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08.00  
Check in to the opulent Sofitel Legend 
Santa Clara, a historic hotel set in the 
heart of the walled city of Cartagena. The 
Presidential Suite is inspired by the work 
of renowned Colombian artist, Fernando 
Botero, whose bulbous sculptures are 
known around the world. Be sure to have 
your butler arrange a personalised tour of the 
hotel, which was originally established as a 
convent in 1621, to give you an insight into 
the historical and magical stories of its past. 

09.00  
Take breakfast in the hotel’s lush courtyard 
and immerse yourself in a copy of Of Love 
and Other Demons, written by Cartagena’s 
greatest master of the pen, Gabriel García 
Márquez. Winner of the 1982 Nobel 
Prize in Literature, ‘Gabo’ was inspired 
by Cartagena as he unleashed his literary 
masterpieces. Set in the convent of 
Santa Clara, Of Love and Other Demons is  
a romantic prelude to the magical journey  
that lies ahead.

10.00  
Enlightened and full of vigour, wander 
around the colonial streets of Cartagena, 
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STAYretracing the paths of pirates, witches, slaves 
and Spanish conquistadors, so prevalent 
within Cartagena’s past. Head first to Las 
Bóvedas, ‘The Vaults’ (Calle Zerrezuela), 
which were once the watery cells of civil 
war prisoners. Have your aristocratic nose in 
place as you march down the Calle de las 
Damas, an avenue where noble ladies take 
their evening strolls and where the King of 
Spain, Charles VI walked the walls dressed 
as a dame – apparently to investigate the 
large costs incurred during construction of 
the walls. Make your way to El Portal de 
los Dulces, where local sweets like cocadas 
(chewy coconut sweets), caramels and other 
delectable delights are sold by the bagful. 

12.00  
Continue to the Plaza de los Coches, the 
market square where slaves were once 
bought and sold, on route to the Palace of 
Inquisition (Calle 32) a vile and heinous 
place dedicated to torturing victims to rid 
them of the evils of the devil or cure them of 
their witchcraft ways. At the Palace, let the 
‘witches scale’ determine whether you are a 
practitioner of the dark arts or not. Perhaps 
the caramels at El Portal de los Dulces may 
not have been such a sinful indulgence; 

people deemed to be underweight were often 
convicted of witchcraft. But, before you start 
gorging, take heed: those who recorded 
overweight were often examined as well.

13.00  
Having proven you are not a witch, relax and 
indulge in some gastronomic fare in one of 
the 200-year-old sherbet-colored colonial 
mansions that have been refurbished and turned 
into chic restaurants. The pick of the bunch is  
definitely the famous La Vitrola, (Calle  
de Baloco 2-01; +57 56 600 711) one 
of the gastronomic greats of Cartagena.
Part old-school Havana Club, part trendy  
bistro, the always-packed restaurant is 
unquestionably the place to go. Mojitos  
and fish are the incredibly well-paired  
signature dishes.

14.30 
Enjoy a postprandial stroll around the 
neighbourhood and look out for Cartagena’s 
myriad doorways; brightly coloured portals 
embellished with antique knockers, often 
in the form of beautifully sculpted bronze 
geckos. These door knockers make wonderful 
souvenirs, so head to Anticuario El Arcón 
(Barrio San Diego Calle del Campo Santo 
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9–46; www.anticuarioelarcon.s5.com) to 
purchase a gorgeous keepsake. 

15.30  
A city of arts, Cartagena continuously 
celebrates its writers, musicians and 
artists, none more so than Fernando Botero, 
whose signature rounded figures are world-
renowned. Many renditions of Botero’s 
Rubenesque women by local artisans dot  
the streets, but to see one of his original 
larger-than-life masterpieces, head to  
La Plaza Santo Domingo, home to his 
famous work, La Gorda. 

16.00 
If you’re feeling hungry, stop off for a radiant 
platter of fresh Caribbean fruit, available 
from the palenqueras — women who sell 
fruit from enameled tubs balanced on their 
heads. A platter always taste much more 
delicious when the colourful Caribbean ladies 
of Cartagena are serving.

16.30  
With twilight ahead, it’s time to wander  
back to your suite to put on your jewels,  
as a glamorous evening of gastronomy and 
romance awaits. 

Take a horse-drawn carriage through the town

17.30  
Watching the sunset in Cartagena is as  
sweet as the smell of jasmine on a warm, 
humid breeze. The best spot for doing so is 
along the old wall, originally constructed 
to protect the city against pirates. Choose 
your vantage point, cuddle up and immerse 
yourself in the romance of it all as the orange 
light of day gives way to the night. 

19.00  
Once the sun falls into the Caribbean, make 
your way by horse-drawn carriage along 
the streets of the old town. If it is Saturday, 
sounds of fireworks will ricochet against 
the ancient stone walls, with splashes of 
gunpowder illuminating the sky. 

20.00  
For foodies, Cartagena is now well and 
truly on the culinary map. Top of the hot 
list is Restaurante Donjuán, a temple of 
gastronomy, which is a favourite of the 
Colombian president himself (Calle del 
Colegio 34-60; +57 317 501 1415; www.
donjuancartagena.com). Having passed 
through the kitchens of no less than three 
Michelin-starred restaurants, owner and 
chef Juan Felipe Camacho celebrates 

The bright courtyard of Hotel Santa Clara

natural flavours served as they should be; 
uncomplicated and bursting with exceptional, 
just-picked flavour. It would be a travesty to 
not try the pulpo, a simple dish of octopus 
marinated in olive oil and cilantro. For dessert, 
pop next door to his other famed restaurant, 
Maria, named after his beloved wife. 

22.30  
Spirits high and appetite sated, head with 
your entourage to La Movida (Calle Baloco 
2-14; +57 56 606 126), a centuries-old 
mansion turned high-society club, offering 
a glimpse into the world of Cartagena’s bold  
and beautiful. Sip, dance and be merry — 
after all, you’re in the Caribbean. 

08.00 
Awake and prepare yourself for an island-
hopping adventure. With Cartagena explored, 
the Caribbean’s Islas del Rosario await.  n
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