
escape to

Whatever your mood, see in the  

New Year in style with our travel ideas

The desTinaTion: For an action-packed 
holiday like no other, head north – and we 
mean as far north as you can get. Visit the 
Arctic Circle and become one with nature 
in the northern tip of Finland. Stock up on 
layers of thermals to steer your pack of 
huskies through the wilderness, or be like 
Santa for a day and go on safari with your 
own herd of reindeer, making tracks in the 
powder snow on your snowmobile or bind 
on those cross country skis. When you can’t 
feel your fingers anymore, head back to 
the hotel and warm up in the smoke sauna 
where the steamy heat relaxes you and 
makes you forget about the daily chores 
back home. 

Where To sTay: The Arctic Resort 
of Kakslauttanen, Finland. Log cabins, 
snow igloos (depending on weather 
circumstances) and even Santa’s home are 
available from Dhs1,082 per person per 
night, and the nearest international airport is 
Ivalo Airport. www.kakslauttanen.fi  
MidnighT hour: Try to spot the Aurora 
– the Nothern lights. Just imagine a view 
of this natural phenomenon from your own 
warmed-up, cosy glass igloo in the middle 
of a field of snow. Celebrate the most 
extended New Year’s eve you can imagine 
by the fire in Santa’s festive hall or the Snow 
restaurant an indulge on all the winter drinks 
and festive dishes.

FOR ADVENTURERS

2015
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FOR GIVING 
BACK 
The desTinaTion: Most New Year’s 
resolutions start with bettering yourself, 
but why not let it work both ways and 
volunteer for charity? Plenty of the less 
fortunate around the world would like to 
head into the New Year with a sparkle, 
so take a couple of extra days off and 
make this New Year’s celebration one 
to remember, not only by you, but by 
all the people whose hearts you touch. 
Volunteer at an orphanage in Thailand, 
help build a school in Kenya or head to 
Palestinian Territories’ West Bank, where 
you have the opportunity to work with 
children and families in a refugee camp.
Where To sTay: There are plenty of 
organisations to direct you on the right 
path. Love Volunteers, for example, 
lets you select a destination or choose 
the sort of work you wish to explore 
further. You have to pay for your own 
flights, registration fee and costs on 
location (although some provide sleeping 
arrangements).  
www.lovevolunteers.org
MidnighT hour: Celebrating the start 
of 2015 in a less than salubrious setting 
will make you appreciate how fortunate 
you really are. Instead of aiming to lose 
weight or top the Forbes list, start by 
being happy with what you’ve got, and 
give a little extra and help others.

what a sight
The best time to see Aurora activity 

is between 
10pm-2am

editor’spick
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FOR 
SHOPAHOLICS 
The desTinaTion: New York City is 
probably the most famous city to spend 
New Year’s Eve. Yes, it might be a little chilly, 
but what better excuse to warm up in one of 
the many neighborhood cafés while soaking 
up the festive spirit around town, or sample 
some culture with a visit to the Guggenheim 
or the Metropolitan Museum of Art (avoid 
long lines with the New York Visit pass). 
Once you’ve warmed up your credit card 
at Macy’s, Bergman’s and Bloomingdale’s 
New York, head to Tribeca for inspiration 
and rummage through the collections of 
small boutiques in Soho. We love walking 
the High Line – a free, public park which, as 
the name suggests, is an elevated old train 
track running from Gansevoort Street in the 
Meatpacking District to West 34th Street, 
between 10th and 12th Avenues – good 
to check out the best available shopping 
streets from above too. 
Where To sTay: The Strand Hotel New 
York is walking distance from Times Square 
and Macy’s and the hotel’s intimite roof 
terrace, Skyline, with its stunning view of the 
Empire State building and Midtown Skyline, 
is a true hidden gem. Dhs1,329 per person 
per night exclusive of taxes and fees.  
www.thestrandnyc.com 
MidnighT hour: Head back to your 
hotel to get ready and watch the ball drop 
on Times Square, or mingle with true New 
Yorkers on one of the many stunning roof 
terraces overlooking the New York skyline.

The desTinaTion: For those who can’t 
wait until the clock strikes to begin those 
New Year’s resolutions, head to India. At the 
foothills of the Himalayas, where the Ganges 
passes through the valley, a unique spa 
resort welcomes you to start the New Year 
rejuvenated and fresh. Pack light (you’ll be 
walking around in Ananda Spa’s pyjamas 
most of the time) and indulge in meditation 
master classes, yoga and traditional Indian 
Ayurveda. If you like a bit of action, go 
trekking in the nature reserve that surrounds 
the resort, or opt for an afternoon of action-

packed rafting in the river below.
Where To sTay: Ananda in the 
Himalayas. From Dhs3,065 for a Palace 
view Room, excluding taxes and fees. 
www.anandaspa.com 
MidnighT hour: For relaxation and 
luxury, book the Vicegeral Suite in the 
precincts of the Maharaja’s Palace and 
enjoy the eve with your loved one on the 
adjacent private terrace. Or why not take 
a dip in the roof top Jacuzzi overlooking 
the sloping landscaped gardens and the 
distant Ganga Valley? 

FOR HEALTH FREAKS

these fireworks are so purdy
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Can’t get away? Fear not, there’s 
plenty going on right on our doorstep 
to make sure you greet 2015 with a 
big bang.

There’s no place like hoMe
Many folks will be travelling here 
to see Dubai’s world-renowned 
fireworks, but you can save on a flight 
and head to Nando’s for the best view 
in the house! Get a ring-side seat as 
you watch the Burj Khalifa sparkle in 
all its glory and the famous dancing 
fountains, accompanied by a set 
menu of Nando’s faves for Dhs400 
per person. www.facebook.com/
nandosuae; 600 54 25 25

puTTing on The riTz
Get your glad rags on and head to 
The Ritz-Carlton for a whimsical gala 
dinner under the stars. See in the New 
Year in style on the resort’s Gulf Lawn 
and bask in the magnificent views of 
the fireworks along the Arabian Gulf 
and The Palm Jumeirah. There’s a 
delicious buffet of international dishes 
and regional favourites, plus live 
entertainment to party the night away 
and welcome the New Year on a high 
note. From Dhs2,600 per person with 
open bar, sparkling beverages and 
half a bottle of bubbly for midnight. 
04 318 6150

aloha 2015!
Celebrate Polynesian-style at Mai-Tai 
Lounge. Live performances plus 
a delicious menu fusing French, 
Japanese and Californian cuisine, 
will make for a memorable evening 
– admirably enhanced by one or 
two legendary Mai Tai cocktails! 
The special New Year’s Eve menu, 
in addition to the usual delicacies, 

includes dishes from Dhs68. Al Fattan 
Tower, Jumeirah Beach Residence;  
04 386 5646

a French Fancy
The Hyatt Regency embraces the 
spectacular, glamorous Belle Époque 
spirit of Paris with a cabaret-themed 
party, complete with live music and a 
countdown party. The festivities will 
continue until 3am with a selection  
of unlimited house bevvies included – 
and, if you fancy, you can dine at one 
of the hotel’s top-class restaurants 
beforehand. ‘Paris at Night’ Party, 
Dhs600 per person. www.dubai.
regency.hyatt.com; 04 317 2222
 
Travel The World
Let your taste buds do the travelling 
with a culinary journey at Urban 
Kitchen’s international gala buffet 
dinner. The waiters and buffet will 
rotate every hour as each country 
steps into the New Year, and with live 
music and entertainment for the kids, 
this promises to be a tasty family 
affair. Packages can be combined 
with dancing and accommodation at 
Dusit Thani, Abu Dhabi. From Dhs325 
per person; 02 698 8888

BesT oF BriTish 
Treat yourselves to a rather posh 
end-of-year affair at Wheelers of  
St James, where you can indulge in 
top-notch British grub, washed down 
with plenty of bubbly in a delightful 
DIFC setting. It has all the making of 
a spiffingly good night. Dhs450 per 
person; www.wheelersdubai.com

FOR ROMANTICS 
The desTinaTion: Want to celebrate in 
paradise? Then head to the small island of 
Baros in the Maldives, an idyllic island in the 
centre of the atoll with its own reef encircling 
a pristine lagoon and untouched sandy 
shores. Start the day with water sports, go 
snorkelling in the nearby reef or head out on 
a luxury boat to one of the 30 dive sites with 
your dive instructor. Alternatively, book a 
relaxing afternoon spa visit for two to soothe 
your mind and relax your body before 
counting your blessings and compiling your 
to-do list for 2015.
Where To sTay: The unspoiled island 
resort of Baros Maldives is a 20-minute boat 
ride from the Malé Airport. Rates start from 
Dhs4,925 from December 23 to January 
10, 2015, excluding service charge and tax. 
www.baros.com 
MidnighT hour: Guests are invited to 
celebrate the New Year with a Gourmet 
Experience Dinner at the Lighthouse, 
preceded by cocktails on the Sandbank, 
or dress up in style for the Grand Gala 
Dinner in the Palm Garden. For a traditional 
Maldivian way to welcome the new year, 
head to the 2015 Countdown Party on the 
deck around the new infinity swimming pool 
above the lagoon at Lime. 

Local fun
we love  

this!

Splurge
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